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THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN
IS NOT INTENDED AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR
LEGAL ADVICE.  STUDENTS WHO ARE
CONFRONTED WITH LEGAL PROBLEMS
OR WHO NEED SPECIFIC ADVICE ARE EN-
COURAGED TO SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM
A LICENSED ATTORNEY AT STUDENT
LEGAL SERVICE.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Student Legal Service 333-9053
www.odos.uiuc.edu/sls

Champaign County
State’s Attorney 384-3733

www.co.champaign.il.us/statt/statt/htm
Traffic Clerk 384-3717

www.cccircuitclerk.com

University Police www.dps.uiuc.edu
Emergency         911  or 9-911 from Campus phone
Non-emergency 333-1216

Champaign Police
www.city.champaign.il.us/public_safety/pspl.php
Emergency 911
Non-emergency 333-8911
Information 351-4545

Urbana Police www.city.urbana.il.us
Emergency 911
Non-emergency 333-8911
Information 384-2320

Champaign County Traffic Safety Program (Traffic
School)           www.parkland.edu/bdc/traffic.html
Parkland Business Development Center,
1315 N Mattis Ave., Champaign 403-4811

Common
 Traffic Law Questions

& Answers

Q: Can I receive a traffic ticket if I am riding a
bicycle?

A: Yes, the laws governing automobiles generally apply to
bicycles and other similar vehicles.

Q: Can I automatically receive court
supervision for my first speeding ticket?

A: No.  Supervision is discretionary.  The higher the speed,
the less likely it is for supervision to be granted.  The
judge will evaluate your entire record before granting
court supervision.

Q: How many times may I receive court
supervision?

A: There is no limit on the number of times you may
receive court supervision; however, in Champaign
County the judges will usually grant supervision one
time only.    Sometimes court supervision will be
granted a second time if the earlier supervision is quite
old and your record is otherwise good.

Q: What is a docket call?
A: The docket call is a procedure where attorneys declare

the status of a given traffic case prior to trial or entry
of a negotiated guilty plea.

Q: If the police officer or witness doesn’t show
on the trial date, will my case be dismissed?

A: Yes.  Please note, however, that police officers and other
witnesses do not have to show at your arraignment,
docket call, or pre-trial.

Q: Is a traffic ticket invalid if the police officer
doesn’t read me my “Miranda rights”?

A: No.  For routine traffic tickets, you do not have to be
informed of your Constitutional rights; rights must be
read when you are taken into custody and questioned.

Q: The cop made a mistake on my ticket.
Does that make it void?

A: If the ticket says your car is a red Pontiac but it’s a
Chevy, this will not invalidate the citation.  That kind
of error can always be corrected; it’s not a loophole.
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Student Legal Service will provide advice and
guidance in routine traffic matters.  The service usually
will provide an attorney in cases involving driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs (DUI); reckless driving,
driving while license revoked or suspended; drag racing;
leaving the scene of an accident; and unlawful use of
driver’s license or permit.
PLEASE NOTE:  In-court representation is
limited to Champaign County traffic tickets.

PLEADING GUILTY AT THE WINDOW
If you are, in fact, guilty and your ticket is a routine
citation and is not a third offense (second offense if you
are under the age of 21) or one of the offenses listed
above, and your ticket is marked “may appear”,  it may
be wise for you to pay the ticket at the traffic court
clerk’s window.

This procedure will allow you to avoid the imposition of
court costs which may be very substantial and must be
paid if you appear before a judge.  Court costs will be
assessed even if you receive court supervision.

YOUR RIGHTS UPON A GUILTY PLEA
If you appear in court to plead guilty and the offense
does not carry a possible jail sentence, a hearing will be
held immediately to determine your fine.  Before the
judge decides upon the fine to be assessed, you will be
given an opportunity to explain anything you may want
him/her to consider.

If you wish to appeal from your guilty plea or sentence,
you must file a written motion to withdraw your guilty
plea in the traffic clerk’s office within 30 days.  You must
put all the reasons why you wish to withdraw in your
motion; otherwise, any reason you omit cannot be used
upon appeal.

SUPERVISION – TRAFFIC SCHOOL
Court supervision involves a guilty plea but carries with
it certain potential benefits.

If the judge grants you supervision, it will be for a fixed

period of time, and if you do not get another ticket within
the supervision period, points will not be assessed on
your driving record.  The Secretary of State does record
court supervision on your record.

Generally, in order to receive court supervision for a petty
offense ticket in Champaign County, it will be necessary
for you to attend traffic school at Parkland College.

In order to be eligible for traffic school, you must certify
under penalty of perjury that you meet the following
terms:

1) I have not received a ticket within 12 months of this
ticket that resulted in a conviction;

2) I have not received a traffic ticket within 48 months
of this ticket that resulted in court supervision, had
the ticket amended to a “non-moving” violation, or
completed any traffic safety program;

3) I am not charged with speeding 21 miles per hour
or more over the speed limit on this ticket;

4) My ticket is not marked with “must appear” offense;
and

5) I further understand that I do PLEAD GUILTY to
the charges on this ticket, WAIVE my right to a
hearing by the court, and REQUEST court
supervision.

You will receive the traffic school application in the mail
or may pick one up at the traffic clerk’s office.

Keep in mind that completion of traffic school protects your
driving record, but you must still pay the fine stated on the
ticket and the fee for the traffic school.

YOUR RIGHT TO A JURY
If you plead not guilty, you have the right to a jury trial.  In
a jury trial, 12 people who are registered voters in
Champaign County are randomly selected.  Before the
12 people who will hear your case are finally chosen, your
lawyer or you, if you are representing yourself,  will make
sure that they are not biased.

Once the jurors are chosen, they must be convinced
beyond a reasonable doubt in order to find you guilty.

YOUR RIGHT TO A BENCH TRIAL (Trial by
Judge)
Regardless of the type of  trial you choose, you have
the following rights at trial:

· The prosecution must prove that you are guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt,

· You have the right to confront the witnesses
testifying against you, and

· You have the right to cross-examine these
witnesses.

· You have the right to testify on your own behalf.
· But, if you do not wish to testify or to answer any

questions, you cannot be forced to testify against
yourself.  If you choose not to testify, the
prosecution cannot hold this against you.

PLEADING TO A LESSER OFFENSE
625 ILCS 5/12-101

The prosecutor sometimes will be willing to reduce a
moving violation ticket to a non-moving petty offense.

Non-moving petty offenses do not become a part of
your driving record, unlike moving violations.  This
process is sometimes referred to as “pleading to a 12-
101”.

This type of plea is usually negotiated where proof of
the original offense is weak, the offender would
otherwise suffer a loss of driving privileges, and where
the offender presents unique circumstances.

A fine and court costs will still be required where the
charges are reduced.  It is likely that the fine will be
substantially increased in return for the benefit of
keeping the ticket off your record.


